PUBLIC NOTICE REGARDING PROPOSED CHANGES TO MWRA

AMBIENT MONITORING PLAN

Pursuant to Section 1.7.c. of its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit, the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority has submitted a list of proposed modifications to its Outfall Monitoring Plan to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MADEP), as follows:

Changes from the 1997 Ambient Monitoring Plan (MWRA 1997) were developed during public workshops held by the Outfall Monitoring Science Advisory Panel (OMSAP) during the spring and summer of 2003. The monitoring plan revisions reflect the fact that some questions have been answered, or have been answered in terms of immediate effects of the outfall. The focus of the monitoring program now appropriately shifts to monitoring for longer-term changes. The clarifications, updates, and changes from the 1997 plan that are included in the revised plan are summarized below. 

Clarifications 

The Ambient Monitoring Plan Revision 1 lists the monitoring questions that guided the study design of the 1991 monitoring plan. Details of specific Contingency Plan  thresholds are removed, so that if the Contingency Plan is revised, as it was in 2001, the Ambient Monitoring Plan will not become out-of-date. As in the 1997 monitoring plan, some parts of the monitoring are “special studies”  which focus on emerging issues, use developing or non-standard methods, and are designed to be completed in a definite time-frame. 

Updates 

The results sections summarizing monitoring findings have been updated. Completed studies (e.g. plume tracking) have been removed from the plan.  The list of special studies has been updated. Descriptions of methods and timetables for comparison to thresholds are no longer included because they are in the Contingency Plan  and NPDES permit. 

Changes to monitoring activities

The proposed Ambient Monitoring Plan Revision 1 incorporates the following changes:

(1) Changes already formally requested in 2002, and approved in 2003: 

a. deletion of total coliform measurements from effluent monitoring, 

b. deletion of urea measurements from water column monitoring. 

(2) Changes recommended by OMSAP and approved by USEPA and MADEP on an interim basis in 2003: 

a. Shift the location of two stations for hard-bottom monitoring.  

b. Change the sampling schedule for comprehensive sediment contaminant monitoring from every year to every third year, with two stations being sampled every year. 

(3) Additional changes recommended by OMSAP in 2003: 

a. Reduce the number of water column nearfield stations sampled from 21 to 7 and the number of nearfield surveys carried out annually from 17 to 12. 

b. Add a special study to evaluate the feasibility of instrumented moorings near the outfall to provide continuous real-time monitoring for phytoplankton blooms. 

c. Reduce the number of soft-bottom community monitoring stations sampled annually. 

d. Drop measurements of urea fluxes and porewater profiles from the benthic nutrient flux special study. 

e. Reduce frequency of sampling for fish and shellfish contaminants from every year to every three years, and delete one flounder sampling station. Annual monitoring for flounder histopathology will continue.

f. Add a special flounder study. 

To obtain more information on this proposal, please visit the MWRA web site at http://www.mwra.state.ma.us/harbor/html/ambient.htm 

or contact Michael Mickelson at 617-788-4746. Comments and questions and information on the opportunities for public involvement during the evaluation of these proposed changes may be directed to Matthew Liebman, Environmental Biologist, US EPA New England, One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (CWQ), Boston, MA 02114-2023,

liebman.matt@epa.gov, tel:  617-918-1626, fax: 617-918-0626; and Cathy Coniaris at  MADEP, One Winter St., Boston, MA 02108, tel: 617-348-4026. The USEPA and MADEP will consider any comments received within 30 days of the date of this Notice.

