	[image: image1.png]




	COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Division of Watershed Management, 627 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01608

	MITT ROMNEY
Governor

KERRY HEALEY

Lieutenant Governor
	ELLEN ROY HERZFELDER

Secretary

ROBERT W. GOLLEDGE, Jr.

Commissioner



PUBLIC MEETING - November 29, 2004

Massachusetts Estuaries Project

Coastal Embayments, Town of Chatham and Harwich

Draft Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) For Bacteria

Cape Cod Watershed

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MA DEP) announces the availability, for public comment, of Draft Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) for Bacteria in Frost Fish Creek in Chatham [Report number MA96-49-2004-01] and Muddy Creek in Chatham/Harwich [Report number MA96-51-2004-01]. These Draft TMDL Reports are required by the EPA Federal Clean Water Act section 303d.  These TMDLs have been prepared as part of the Massachusetts Estuaries Project- a collaborative effort of the MA DEP, the University of Massachusetts School of Marine Science and Technology, the Cape Cod Commission, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs to address pollution in 89 estuaries in southeastern Massachusetts.

A TMDL is essentially a “pollution budget” and an outline of a cleanup plan designed to restore the health of an impaired waterbody.  A TMDL establishes a maximum amount of pollution that a water body can accept and still meet water quality standards.  Frost Fish Creek is listed on the 2002 Massachusetts Integrated List of Waters (Category 5) as impaired for Nutrients and Pathogens while Muddy Creek is listed as impaired for Pathogens.

MA DEP has prepared Draft TMDLs for controlling bacteria.  The primary source of this contaminant is stormwater runoff, wildlife, and potentially septic systems.  The goal for these two waterbodies is to achieve state water quality standards for Class SA waters.  The Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards-314 CMR 4.00 state that Class SA waters shall have a fecal coliform bacteria concentration not exceeding a geometric mean of 14 organisms per 100 mL, nor shall more than 20 percent of the samples exceed 43 per 100 mL.

A copy of these Draft TMDLs and a further explanation of the TMDL Program are available on MA DEP’s website at http://www.mass.gov/dep/brp/wm/tmdls.htm
The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MA DEP) will hold a public meeting on      November 29, 2004 from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm at the Chatham Town Offices, 549 Main Street in Chatham, MA to discuss and respond to any public comments on the report.

  The Department will consider all comments and the Draft Report will be revised as appropriate prior to submittal to EPA Region 1 for approval.  All public comments, which should refer to the report number cited above, must be received in writing by 5:00 p.m. on December 15, 2004 and mailed to:

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Watershed Management,

627 Main St., 2nd Floor

Worcester, MA, 01608

Attn: Alice M. Rojko

This information is available in alternate format. Call Debra Doherty, ADA Coordinator, at 1-617-292-5565. TDD Service - 1-800-298-2207.
	 http://www.mass.gov/dep ( Phone (508) 792-7650 ( Fax (508) 792-7621

	[image: image2.png]


  Printed on Recycled Paper



[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]