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	Public Notification Memo




To:
Interested Parties


From:
Scientific Certification Systems


Date:
9/27/2002
Re:
FSC Certification Evaluation of State Forestlands in  Massachusetts

The State of Massachusetts (MA) is seeking Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) endorsed certification for the State lands managed by the principal agencies of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA):

· Department of Environmental Management (DEM) – 285,000 acres

· The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW) – 110,000 acres

· Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) – 104,000 acres

Scientific Certification Systems (SCS), a FSC-accredited certification body was selected by EOEA to conduct the  evaluation of these forestlands for compliance with FSC-endorsed standards of exemplary forest management.  Pursuant to FSC protocols, the SCS Final Interim Standard for State Forestlands in Massachusetts is being used to evaluate these forests.  A copy of the standard is available upon request from Dave Wager (see contact information below).  An interdisciplinary team of regionally-based forest management experts has been retained to conduct the evaluation.

Call for Public Participation
Extensive stakeholder consultation on this project has been conducted prior to, during, and following the field evaluation, which finished on August 30, 2002.    In keeping with SCS’ commitment to ongoing public consultation in the FSC process, comments regarding management of DEM, DFW, and MDC forestlands are welcome at any point in time.   Comments received up through December 1, 2002 will be considered and addressed in the final evaluation report.  Comments can be submitted via email, standard mail, or facsimile to Dave Wager at SCS (contact information below).   

Additional Information

More information about FSC and SCS can be obtained from www.fscoax.org and www.scscertified.com. Information about State of Massachusetts forestlands can be found on the EOEA Web site www.state.ma.us/envir/.  Each of the agencies involved has its own website linked to the EOEA main site.  The Web site www.state.ma.us/dfwele/dfw/dfwpdf/2001recmap.pdf shows a map of Massachusetts’ forestlands. On this map, the lands that will be assessed for certification include:

1.  WMAs (Wildlife Management Areas), controlled by the Department of 

Fisheries, Wildlife, and Environmental Law Enforcement, Division of Fisheries 

and Wildlife.

2.  State Forests controlled by the Department of Environmental Management, Bureau of Forests and Parks.

3.  Watershed areas surrounding the Quabbin, Wachusett, and Sudbury Reservoirs and the Ware River.

.               
 

Sincerely,

Dave Wager, M.Sc. - Director Forest Management Certification 




Scientific Certification Systems
2000 Powell Street, Suite 1350

Emeryville, CA 94608

Phone: (510) 236-9099

Fax: (510) 236-8598

E-mail: Dwager@scscertified.com
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