September 30, 2003


PUBLIC NOTICE

FINAL DETERMINATION TO 

EXTEND THE VARIANCE FOR THE MWRA CSO CONTROL PLAN

LOWER CHARLES RIVER BASIN

AND

ALEWIFE BROOK/UPPER MYSTIC RIVER BASIN

On August 27, 2003 DEP issued Tentative Determinations to extend CSO Variances in the Upper Mystic/Alewife Brook and Lower Charles River watersheds to June 1, 2004.  The Public Notice for these determinations was included in the August 25th MEPA Environmental Monitor and Boston Globe with a request for comments to be submitted to DEP by September 25, 2003.  Copies of the variance extension documents were also mailed directly to various agencies, groups and individuals on DEP’s mailing lists.  A Public Hearing on the Tentative Determination was held on September 18, 2003.

In consideration of the comments received and the outstanding CSO abatement and regulatory issues in these watersheds, DEP has extended the CSO Variances.  The CSO Variance in the Upper Mystic/Alewife Brook watershed is extended until September 1, 2004, and the CSO Variance in the Lower Charles River is extended to October 1, 2004.   The extensions are necessary to afford a thorough public and agency review of the CSO Reassessment Reports and water quality standards in these watersheds.  The conditions of the Variance include requirements that MWRA move forward with $125 million in cost-effective CSO abatement projects in these watersheds, and complete CSO Reassessment Reports. 

The Final Variance (Reassessment) Report for Alewife Brook and the Upper Mystic River was submitted by MWRA on July 1, 2003.  DEP has recently extended the comment period on this Report until October 31, 2003.  Comments on this document should be forwarded to 

Kevin Brander, P.E.



Eric Hall

DEP CSO Coordinator


EPA Water Technical Unit

5th Floor, One Winter St.


One Congress St.

Boston, MA 02108



Boston, MA 02114-2023


MWRA will submit the Cottage Farm CSO Reassessment Report on December 15, 2003 and DEP intends to allow a 90-day public comment period following this submittal.


Following the public comment period on these Reports and resolution of technical issues arising out of public and agency review, DEP shall make tentative determinations on the final level of CSO control and associated water quality standard in these watersheds.  There will be an additional public comment period and MEPA notice associated with this action.


Questions may be directed to Kevin Brander at (617) 654-6519.

Charles & Mystic River Variances


