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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that the Estuarine 

Reserves Division, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 

Management, National Ocean Service, National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) , U.S. Department of 

Commerce has approved the revised management plan for the 

Waquoit Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (Reserve). 

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 

(DCR) Stewardship Council also recently adopted the revised 

plan. The Waquoit Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve 

is a partnership between the NOAA and the DCR. 



The Reserve was designated in 1988 pursuant to Section 315 

of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, 16 

U.S.C. 1461 and has been operating under the management 

plan approved in 2000. Pursuant to 15 C.F.R. Section 

921.33(c), a state must revise its management plan every 

five years. The submission of this plan fulfills this 

requirement and sets a course for successful implementation 

of the goals and objectives of the Reserve. 

The mission of the Reserve management plan is to 

improve the stewardship of the region's estuarine and 

coastal watershed ecosystems. The management plan 

identifies the following priority issues facing the 

Reserve: water quality/eutrophication/watershed land-use; 

climate change/sea level rise/shoreline change; and 

assessment of ecosystem response to natural variability and 

human impacts. 

The management plan identifies five goals that are 

addressed through active management. The goals are 1) 

improve the understanding of coastal ecosystems and the 

human influences on them, 2) improve environmental literacy 






