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JOINT PUBLIC HEARING AND PUBLIC NOTICE OF A DRAFT NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT TO DISCHARGE INTO THE WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER SECTION 301 AND 402 OF THE CLEAN WATER ACT (THE "ACT"), AS AMENDED, AND REQUEST FOR STATE CERTIFICATION UNDER SECTION 401 OF THE ACT.

DATE OF NOTICE: July 16, 2002

PERMIT NUMBER: MA0003654   

PUBLIC NOTICE NUMBER:

NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF APPLICANT:

USGenNE

Brayton Point Station

One Brayton Point Road

Somerset, MA 02726

NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE FACILITY WHERE DISCHARGE OCCURS:

Brayton Point Station

One Brayton Point Road

Somerset, MA 02726

RECEIVING WATER:  Mount Hope Bay

RECEIVING WATER CLASSIFICATION: Class SB/SA

Brayton Point Station is a fossil fuel burning electric generating facility.  The facility has one outfall which discharges industrial wastewater to Mount Hope Bay.  Most of the water discharged consists of non-contact cooling water.  This permit limits the discharge from the facility to 39 million gallons per day.

PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT PERMIT:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, (EPA) and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MADEP) have cooperated in the development of a permit for the above identified facility.  The effluent limits and permit conditions imposed have been drafted to assure that State Water Quality Standards and provisions of the Clean Water Act (CWA) will be met.   EPA has formally requested that the State certify this draft permit pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act and expects that the draft permit will be certified.

Additionally, EPA has sent a letter to the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management pursuant to Section 401(a)(2) of the CWA requesting that they certify that the conditions of the permit are adequate to protect Rhode Island waters.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE DRAFT PERMIT:

A fact sheet or a statement of basis (describing the type of facility; type and quantities of wastes; a brief summary of the basis for the draft permit conditions; and significant factual, legal and policy questions considered in preparing this draft permit) may be obtained at no cost by writing or calling EPA's contact person named below:

Damien Houlihan

US EPA

Office of Ecosystem Protection

1 Congress Street

Suite 1100 (Mail Code CNH)

Boston, MA 02114-2023

Telephone: (617) 918-1586 

The administrative record containing all documents relating to this draft permit is on file and may be inspected at the following location:


U.S. EPA Records Center
1 Congress St.

Boston, MA 

(617) 918-1440  

The permit and associated documents are available at the following locations:

Somerset Public Library
1464 County St.

Somerset, MA

(508) 646-2829

Rogers Free Library
525 Hope St.

Bristol, RI

(401) 253-6948

PUBLIC HEARING:
The Regional Administrator has determined, pursuant to 40 C.F.R.'124.12,  that a significant degree of public interest exists in this proposed permit and that public hearing should be held in both Massachusetts and Rhode Island to consider this permit.  Accordingly, two public hearings will be held on the following dates and times:

Massachusetts

DATE: August 26, 2002
TIME: 7:00 - 10:00 PM
LOCATION: Old Town Hall

                        1478 County Street (Route 138)

                        Somerset, MA 
and

Rhode Island

DATE: August 27, 2002
TIME: 7:00 - 10:00 PM
LOCATION: Mount Hope High School Auditorium

                        199 Chestnut Street

                        Bristol, RI 
In accordance with 40 C.F.R. '124.12, the following is a summary of the procedures that shall be followed at the public hearing:

a.  The Presiding Officer shall have the authority to open and conclude the hearing and to maintain order; and

b.  Any person appearing at such a hearing may submit oral or written statements and data concerning the draft permit.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD:

The public comment period for the draft permits begins on Tuesday, July 23, 2002 and ends on   Thursday, September 5, 2002.  All persons, including the applicant, who believe any condition of this draft permit is inappropriate, must raise all reasonably ascertainable issues and submit all reasonably available arguments and factual grounds supporting their position, including all supporting  material by the close of the public comment period (See 40 C.F.R. Section 124.13), on                                    .  Comments should be directed to:


Mr. Brian Pitt


Team Leader, NPDES Permit Task Force - CPE


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


1 Congress Street - Suite 1100


Boston, MA 02114-2023

If during the public comment period, significant new questions are raised concerning the permit, EPA may require a new draft permit or fact sheet or may reopen the public comment period.   A public notice will be issued for any of these actions.

FINAL PERMIT DECISION AND APPEALS:

Following the close of the comment period, and after the public hearings are held, the Regional Administrator will issue a final permit decision and forward a copy of the final decision to the applicant and each person who has submitted written comments or requested notice.  Within 30 days following the notice of the final permit decision any interested person may submit petition to the Environmental Appeals Board to reconsider or contest the final decision.  Requests for formal hearings must satisfy the requirements of 40 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 124.74.
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