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UPCOMMING GRANT OPPORTUNITY

COASTAL NONPOINT SOURCE GRANT PROGRAM
The Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM) will issue a Request for Response (RFR) for the Coastal Nonpoint Source (CNPS) grant program in September of 2004. The RFR, with an application, will be posted on the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Operational Services Division’s website (www.comm-pass.com).  Two (2) pre-RFR informational meetings will be held on: 

· Tuesday, July 13 from 1:30-3:30 at the Plymouth Town Library, Otto Fehlow Meeting Room, 132 South Street, Plymouth; and
· Thursday, July 15 from 1:30-3:30 at the Beverly Public Library, Library Program Room, 32 Essex Street, Beverly. 
Potential RFR respondents are strongly encouraged to ask questions and discuss proposed projects with the CZM grant coordinator, and/or attend one of the meetings, prior to the issuance of the 2005 RFR; CZM can only offer general information after the RFR is posted. For reference, interested applicants may review the 2004 RFR, including questions and answers about the grant program at: 

http://www.comm-pass.com/Comm-PASS/Scripts/xdoc_view.idc?doc_id=015518&dept_code=ENV&cp_xx=. 

Please note that changes will be made to the 2005 RFR.
Grants issued under the CNPS Grant Program, as well as the Coastal Pollutant Remediation Grant Program (CPR), serve to implement portions of the Massachusetts Coastal Nonpoint Source Control Plan. The Plan includes measures to address nonpoint source pollution problems from each of the following sources: urban areas, marinas and recreational boating, agriculture, forestry, hydromodification (alteration of hydrologic characteristics of coastal and noncoastal waters), wetlands, and riparian areas. The primary goal of both of these grant programs is to improve coastal water quality by reducing or eliminating nonpoint sources of pollution through measures and strategies consistent with the Coastal Nonpoint Source Control Program.

It is important to distinguish the differences between the CPR and CNPS programs. CPR, funded through state environmental bonds, finances municipal projects that addresses stormwater discharges from roads, highways, or parking areas or for municipal boat sewage management efforts. The CNPS grant program was developed to complement CPR and to address more general areas of nonpoint source control. Through this grant program, CZM seeks to fund the following types of projects: assessment, identification, and characterization of nonpoint sources; the development of transferable tools (nonstructural best management practices), such as guidance documents, model by-laws, and land use planning strategies, and outreach or education to improve nonpoint source control and management; and the implementation of innovative and unique demonstration projects that utilize nonpoint source best management practices. Funding for CNPS grants is provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) through annual congressional appropriations for the National Coastal Nonpoint Program.

The CNPS grant program is open to any Massachusetts public or 501(c)(3) certified non-profit organization, including, but not limited to: cities and towns, regional planning agencies, watershed organizations, and public schools. Projects must be located within the boundaries of the Massachusetts coastal watershed (all eligible municipalities are listed at http://www.mass.gov/czm/TWNSCWS.HTM). CZM administers the grants on a reimbursement basis, and projects selected for funding must be completed by December 31, 2005. Additional information can be found on the CZM web page at: http://www.mass.gov/czm/jobsandgrants.htm. If you would like to discuss a potential project, contact Julie Keane, Coastal NPS Grants Coordinator, at (617) 626-1235, or e-mail julie.keane@state.ma.us.
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