	[image: image2.png]




	COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
ONE WINTER STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108  617-292-5500

	JANE SWIFT
Governor


	BOB DURAND
Secretary
LAUREN A. LISS
Commissioner


PAGE  

Notice of Public Comment Period

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program

Pursuant to its authority under 310 CMR 44.06(3) and (4), the Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) intends to modify the Project Selection Criteria and has identified certain project categories as potential funding priorities for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Loan Program in calendar year 2003.  

Based on its evaluation, planning and consensus building, DEP has determined that certain projects identified through the Massachusetts Watershed Initiative process are funding priorities and have the potential to appear on the CWSRF Intended Use Plan for 2003.  More specifically, the identified projects are the result of a coordinated evaluation by DEP and watershed teams and represent priority projects in the relevant watersheds.  While these watershed priority projects will be subject to the same rigorous review process as other proposed projects, they may be accorded additional ranking points depending on their importance to applicable watershed.  Any such priority project must address a documented priority water quality problem in a watershed and have the full support of the municipality or district CWSRF loan recipient.

For the purposes of initiating the 2003 CWSRF project solicitation, DEP’s Division of Municipal Services (“DMS”) has, at present, identified the projects listed below as watershed priorities.  DMS notes, however, that projects representing DEP compliance and enforcement priorities will remain a core funding priority under the Project Selection Criteria in 310 CMR 44.06.  Moreover, DMS anticipates that its identified watershed priority projects will, to a large degree, also be priority DEP compliance and enforcement projects.  It remains DEP’s expectation that, based on the Project Selection Criteria’s emphasis on funding projects with priority water quality and public health benefits, the compliance and infrastructure projects that have historically received CWSRF funding will continue to rank high and appear on the 2003 Intended Use Plan.
Current Identified Watershed Priority Projects

· Implementing Phase One of the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District's  (UBWPAD) Facility Plan.

· The extension of the sewer lines in Southampton around Pequot Pond.

· The upgrade and expansion of the Town of Lee Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW).

· Upgrade of the City of Attleboro Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW).

· Pollution Prevention/Water Supply protection through purchase of watershed property within the Assawompsett Pond complex.

· Continued progress to reduce Combined Sewer Overflow impacts to the Charles River through elimination of CSO's in the basin, within MWRA, Boston, Brookline, or Cambridge systems.

DEP is seeking public comment on this notice through the close of business on May 31, 2002.  Written comments should be addressed and sent to:

Michael J. Rotondi, Director

Division of Municipal Services

MA DEP

1 Winter Street, 5th floor

Boston, MA 02108
In addition, DEP will conduct two (2) Public Hearings on its identification of watershed project priorities and modification to the Project Selection Criteria on Monday May 20, 2002 at DEP’s Headquaters, One Winter Street, Boston, MA, and on Wednesday May 22, 2002 at DEP’s Central Region Office, 627 Main Street, Worcester, MA.  Both hearings will begin at 10:00 a.m.

For special accommodations for this event, contact Steven J. McCurdy at this address or call 617-292-5779.
This information is available in alternate format by calling our ADA Coordinator at (617) 574-6872.
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