
Announcement of Upper Housatonic River  
ACEC Designation 

 
 
On March 30, 2009 Secretary Ian A. Bowles designated the Upper Housatonic River 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  The ACEC covers approximately 
12,276 acres in Lee, Lenox, Pittsfield, and Washington in the Berkshires. 
 
The effective date of the designation is April 8, 2009, the date of publication of this issue 
of The Environmental Monitor, in accordance with 301 CMR 12.11. 
 
This designation brings to 30 the total number of ACECs throughout the Commonwealth. 
The combined acreage statewide is now over 265,000 acres in 76 communities. 
 
This announcement includes the following documents:  

• Upper Housatonic River ACEC designation document 
• Upper Housatonic River ACEC boundary map  

 
The digital ACEC boundary will soon be available via the online mapping tools:  

− for ACECs at http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/acecs/pages/main.jsp,  
− for “Oliver,” an interactive online data viewer, at 

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/massgis_viewer/index.htm,   
− in the ACEC data layer that can be downloaded from the MassGIS web site 

at http://www.mass.gov/mgis/acecs.htm 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Elizabeth Sorenson at (617) 626-1394 or Elizabeth.Sorenson@state.ma.us  
Please also visit the ACEC Program website for updates: 
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/index.htm  
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ACEC Boundaries by Type
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Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation

For more information:

Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC) Program

This map is intended to be used with the written 
boundary description contained in the ACEC 

designation document.  The mapped boundary 
is not to be used by itself for definitive ACEC 

boundary delineation or regulatory interpretation.  
For review of site-specific projects within the 

ACEC boundary, determinations may need to be 
made in the field or in consultation with ACEC 

Program Staff.
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