Public Notice of Variance Request of M.G.L. c. 131 s.40

Notice is hereby given that a request is being made of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to waive the wetlands protection regulations by the Department of the Air Force – Westover Air Reserve Base (the Applicant). This request seeks a Variance from the Wetland Protection Act (WPA) (MGL c.131 s. 40) and the associated wetland regulations (310 CMR 10.00).

The Variance request is for a project entitled: the Cooley Brook Drainage Ditch Improvement Project (the Project). The Project involves the piping of 820 linear feet of unnamed tributaries of Cooley Brook at the Westover Air Reserve Base from an existing 12-inch drain at the northern end of Runway 23 to a new headwall structure.  The construction of the Project is necessary to bring the Westover Air Reserve Base into compliance with the safety requirements for the Runway Clear Zone of the Runway 23 Approach, per US Air Force Manual 32-1123(I).  The Project is deemed necessary by the Applicant to “…protect the public health and safety as well as the safety and well-being of all military and civilian aircrews using Westover Air Reserve Base airfield facilities…”

The proposed construction will alter 43,200 square feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland by placement of fill into the headwater drainage ditch upstream of Cooley Brook.   As a result of impacts to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, the Project does not conform to performance standards of the wetland regulations pursuant to 310 CMR 10.55(4)(b) and the Project requires a Variance from the wetland regulations as per 310 CMR 10.05 (10). A program has been designed to provide mitigation for these impacts and allow the Project to contribute to the interests identified in the WPA. 

Individuals wishing to comment on the above referenced Variance application are requested to submit written comments by the close of business on April 14, 2003 to:

Lisa Rhodes

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Wetlands and Waterways

One Winter Street, 6th Floor

Boston, MA 02108

