Nomination Process for Massachusetts

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Targeted Watershed Grants:  2005
FROM:
Karl Honkonen, Director of Water Policy



Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA)

DATE: 
1 March 2005

The EPA has announced the next round of their Targeted Watersheds Grant Program, designed to encourage successful community-based approaches and management techniques to protect and restore the nation's waters. EOEA releases this information to assist potential applicants seeking nomination or similar support from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   Publication of these guidelines by EOEA does not guarantee the EPA will repeat the grant offering.  Potential applicants are advised to keep abreast of news from the EPA by checking their website at http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/initiative/.

Last year the Commonwealth’s earlier record of success was re-affirmed with two awards totaling over $2,000,000.00 in federal funds for watersheds in Massachusetts. The watershed organizations receiving grants last year exhibited strong partnerships with a wide variety of support; creative, socio-economic approaches to water restoration and protection; and explicit monitoring and environmentally based performance measures. This continues our success in the first year of the program when over $500,000.00 in awards was made for use in Massachusetts.  In order to field proposals of the highest quality for these funds, and to best assist applicants in achieving success, EOEA has established guidelines for all eligible organizations seeking formal nomination from Governor Romney.    

· EOEA will review draft applications and select, in accordance with the EPA guidelines, proposals for nomination by Governor Romney to the EPA by the closing date.  

· EOEA will provide commentary on the selected proposals in an effort to strengthen both the project content as well as the presentation form of the proposal.

· EOEA reserves the right to decide how many interstate and intrastate proposals, within the confines of the EPA guidelines, it will nominate for EPA review.  

· EOEA will use the Evaluation Criteria as published in the EPA guidance.  What we will not be able to determine are the particular weightings EPA may place on one criteria over another.  Strength in each element of the criteria is recommended!

· EOEA will further consider the overall impact of the application, should it be funded, on promoting the goals of EOEA.

· Of the applications selected for nomination, EOEA will nominate each on an “equal footing” basis.  That is, each application for nomination shall receive equal and enthusiastic support. 

· EOEA may also submit an application for these funds, which will be reviewed in the pool with all other applications received according to the same criteria.

· EOEA will accept proposals any time on or before 3:00 PM 26 April 2005.  Only the original submission must be provided in hard copy format.  Three copies of the Response must be submitted.  These may be submitted either in hard copy or as one concise document (including maps) in digital format compatible with Microsoft Office 2000 or Adobe Acrobat. Though it will not impact the evaluation ranking, EOEA prefers submissions of copies in digital form each on a separate CD. 

· EOEA commits to notifying all applicants of its decision on or before 6 May 2005.  

To submit a proposal or for further information please contact:

Karl Honkonen

Director of Water Policy

MA Executive Office of Environmental Affairs

100 Cambridge Street, 9th Floor

Boston, MA  02114

PH:  617/626-1138  F: 617/626-1181
karl.honkonen@state.ma.us

