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EOEA #12992-12996 Environmental Review Notice


NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

PURSUANT TO THE MASSACHUSETTS ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT

A series of proposed offshore renewable energy developments proposed by Winergy LLC is undergoing environmental review pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).  A brief explanation of the MEPA process is available on a separate handout, or online at http://mass.gov/envir/mepa.  

Winergy LLC has filed five Environmental Notification Forms (ENFs) with the Secretary to initiate MEPA review of the projects.  The Secretary of Environmental Affairs must issue a determination on or about May 27, 2003 as to the significance of the potential environmental impacts of the projects, and whether or not any or all of the projects will require further review under MEPA in the form of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  To be considered in the decision-making process, the Secretary must receive written comments by the comment deadline of 5:00 PM on May 16, 2003.  (Note that comments sent to the Secretary before 5 PM on May 16 but received after 5 PM on May 16 may not be considered.)  The projects are also undergoing review by the United States Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, and the Clean Water Act.  The sate and federal governments are coordinating the MEPA and NEPA review processes.

Three of the proposed renewable energy projects are located wholly within the Commonwealth or its territorial waters.  These are located off Falmouth (EOEA #12994), off Ipswich (EOEA #12995), and off Truro/Provincetown (EOEA #12996).  Two of the renewable energy projects are located outside of the territorial waters of the Commonwealth to the south of Nantucket (EOEA #12993) and to the east of Nantucket (EOEA #12992), although both of these projects include cables that are located partially within the Commonwealth or its territorial waters.   MEPA jurisdiction extends to all aspects of the three projects proposed wholly within the Commonwealth or its territorial waters.  MEPA jurisdiction is limited to those portions of the Nantucket projects that are within the Commonwealth or its territorial waters.  Notwithstanding the jurisdictional limitations on the Nantucket projects, the proponent is requesting that the state and federal reviews be coordinated for all five ENF filings.  

Written comments should be sent to the following address (persons with comments specific to one proposed location should reference the EOEA file number for that specific project):

Secretary Ellen Roy Herzfelder

Attn: Mr. Arthur Pugsley, RE: EOEA #12992-12996

Executive Office of Environmental Affairs

251 Causeway Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

The Secretary accepts comments by fax, provided that faxes are received by the comment deadline.  The fax number is (617) 626-1181.  E-mails are also acceptable, send to mepa@state.ma.us.   The Secretary encourages those submitting written comments under MEPA to also submit their comments to the United States Army Corps of Engineers, New England District, Regulatory Branch, Attn: Karen Adams, 696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751.  The comment period for the federal government also runs until May 16, 2003.

The Massachusetts Secretary of Environmental Affairs and the United States Army Corps of Engineers are actively soliciting public comments on the projects.  To supplement the written comment period, the state and federal agencies have set up a series of public meetings to allow for oral comments and submission of written comments.  The dates, times, and formats of the meetings are as follows:

April 7, 2003, 6:00 PM, Yarmouth Dennis Regional High School, Yarmouth (Note the change in location)
This meeting will include an informal discussion of the MEPA/NEPA processes, with formal oral comments accepted as time permits from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM.   This meeting is geared as a general overview of the environmental review process, and is meant to provide a less formal and more interactive setting than the other scheduled meetings.

April 15, 2003, 6:00 PM, Morse School, Falmouth, MA. 

April 17, 2003, 6:00 PM, Essex Elementary and Middle School, Essex, MA.

April 22, 2003, 6:00 PM, Provincetown Town Hall, Provincetown, MA.

These three meetings will include opportunity for formal oral comment and presentation of written comments.  Oral comments before the assembly may be time limited depending on meeting size.  However, all wishing to speak will have an opportunity to present oral comments to the assembly, and stenographers will be available to transcribe additional oral comments past the time limits.  These meetings will be jointly sponsored by the state and federal governments.  The meetings are geared towards the projects located wholly within the Commonwealth or its territorial waters; however, comments on any of the projects or general comments will also be accepted.

April 29, 2003, 6:00 PM (registration), 7:00 PM (meeting), Nantucket High School Auditorium, Nantucket, MA  

May 1, 2003, 12:30 PM (registration), 1:30 PM (meeting), JFK Building Conference Room C, Boston, MA

For further details on the meeting format of these meetings please contact the Regulatory Branch of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, New England District.  These meetings will also be sponsored jointly by the federal and state governments.

For further information on the state review process, please refer to the MEPA web site or contact Mr. Arthur Pugsley at 617 626-1029.  For information on the federal review process, contact Ms. Karen Adams at 978 318-8828.  For electronic or hard copies of the ENF forms, call Mr. Richard Podolsky (Winergy LLC’s lead consultant) at 781 544-0409.
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