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July 25, 2002

DRAFT RECORD OF DECISION

PROJECT NAME


: SIW Realty Trust Steel Coating Facility Project  

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY
: Westfield

PROJECT WATERSHED        
: Westfield

EOEA NUMBER


: 12814

PROJECT PROPONENT

: SIW Realty Trust
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR
: June 8, 2002

As Secretary of Environmental Affairs, I have reviewed this project pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (M.G.L. c.30, ss. 61-62H) and Section 11.11 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), and hereby propose to grant a waiver (as defined below), allowing the project to proceed to the state permitting agencies without requiring the completion of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR).     

Project Description 

According to the ENF, the proposed project involves the construction of a 201,540 square foot (sf) and 53 feet tall steel galvanizing building, a 1,500 linear foot railroad spur connecting the project site to an existing Pioneer Valley Railroad line, an 8,100 sf railroad spur building, and 155 surface parking spaces on a 36.49 acre site in Westfield.

The project is subject to MEPA review and requires the preparation of an EIR pursuant to section 11.03 (1)(a)(2) of the MEPA regulations, because the project involves the creation of ten or more acres of impervious area (15.9 acres total). The project will require an Air Quality Permit from DEP, and an Order of Conditions from the Westfield Conservation Commission (and hence a Superseding Order of Conditions from DEP if the local Order were appealed).

Waiver Request

The proponent has requested that I waive the mandatory requirement to prepare an Environmental Impact Report for this project.  The waiver request was presented within the ENF and supporting documents and was discussed at a public consultation meeting held on June 26, 2002. 

Section 11.11 of the MEPA regulations provides that the Secretary may waive any provision or requirement of 301 CMR 11.00 not specifically required by MEPA, and may impose appropriate and relevant conditions or restrictions, provided that the Secretary finds that strict compliance with the provision or requirement would: (a) result in an undue hardship for the proponent, unless based on delay in compliance by the proponent; and (b) not serve to avoid or minimize Damage to the Environment. 

In the case of a waiver of a mandatory EIR review threshold, the Secretary, at a minimum, must base this finding on a determination that: (a) the project is not likely to cause significant damage to the environment; and (b) ample and unconstrained infrastructure facilities and services exist to support the project. In addition, the proponent may demonstrate that additional conditions will be imposed that will cause environmental benefits in excess of those that would result in the absence of the waiver.  
Findings 
I have carefully reviewed the ENF and supporting documentation, written comments and comments received at the scoping session.

1. The air quality impacts of the project do not exceed any ENF thresholds, much less any thresholds for a mandatory EIR. The proposed steel galvanizing building and railroad spur building have been sited within the project site to avoid alteration to any wetlands resource areas. The proposed railroad spur will require the alteration of less than 50 linear feet of an inland bank of an intermittent stream and construction within the 100-foot buffer zone of bordering vegetated wetlands (BVW). According to comments received from DEP, if Bank Alteration exceeds 50 linear feet, the proponent will be required to complete a wildlife habitat analysis of the project site. As described in the ENF, an Order of Conditions for the proposed railroad spur was issued by the Westfield Conservation Commission on June 17, 2002.  Finally, according to the proponent, the project has been designed to meet DEP’s Stormwater Management Policy standards and practices and will include a 100-year storm stormwater detention basin, oil/water separators, and water quality swales.  I therefore find that the potential environmental impacts of the project are insignificant. 

2. As described in the ENF, the project’s potable and process water needs will be serviced by the City of Westfield. The proposed facility’s process water will be recycled, reprocessed and subsequently trucked off-site for disposal. The project site will be accessed using existing roadways and the proposed rail spur extension from the existing rail line adjacent to the site. I therefore find that ample and unconstrained infrastructure facilities and services exist to support the project.

I strongly encourage the proponent to consult with City of Westfield officials and local residents, located within the project area, to establish a specific truck haul route to and from the facility to avoid, to the maximum extent practicable, residential neighborhoods and open space recreational areas, and to specify the facility’s operating hours to minimize, to the maximum extent possible, disturbances from the facility to the surrounding neighborhoods.  

Based on these findings, it is my judgment that the waiver request has merit, meets the tests established in 301 CMR 11.11, and will serve to advance the interests of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act.  Therefore, I propose to grant the waiver subject to the aforementioned findings and conditions.  This Draft Record of Decision (DROD) shall be published in the August 10, 2002 issue of the Environmental Monitor for a fourteen-day comment period, after which I shall reconsider, modify, or confirm the waiver. 
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Comments received:

6/26/02
Jean Carpenter


7/01/02
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission

7/02/02
Department Of Environmental Protection-WERO
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Barbara Rokosz
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