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December 31,  2002

APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

OF A

DESIGNATION OF A DENSELY DEVELOPED AREA

PROJECT NAME


:
Town of Palmer Densely Developed Area

DDA #




:
DDA-005

PROPONENT MUNICIPALITY
:
Palmer

PROJECT WATERSHED

:
Chicopee River

DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR
:
April 10, 2002

Pursuant to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (MGL c.131 s.40 as amended by St. 1996 c.258) and MGL c.21A s.2, and the regulations governing the designation of Densely Developed Areas (301 CMR 10.00), I hereby approve the designation of a Densely Developed Area (DDA) in the municipality of Palmer, as described below.

The DDA comprises four areas bordering the Swift, Ware, Quaboag, and Chicopee Rivers in the Town of Palmer. The town’s historic pattern of development has been along the river valleys, with railroads, industries, residences and commercial uses being located in several villages adjacent to the one or more of the rivers. The total area proposed to be designated as densely developed is approximately 847 acres, with about 375 acres in the current 20-foot riverfront area. To facilitate administration of the DDA by the Palmer Conservation Commission, the inland boundaries of the DDA are defined by assessor’s parcels; consequently, the acreage in the DDA is much greater than the amount within the 200-foot riverfront area.

I find that the revised petition dated October 27, 2001, submitted by the Town of Palmer, meets the designation standards found at 301 CMR 10.05.  A petition submitted in 1999 was withdrawn from review, and the proposed DDA was reduced in area and reconfigured. Following additional review of the revised boundary, I have made additional reductions and reconfigurations. The four sub-areas within the DDA are:

· Swift River Area.  The southern boundary of this area is assessors map 28 parcel 30, located west of Crystal Lake. The area then extends north along the Swift River, to and through the village of Bondsville, ending at map 91 parcel 45 in the vicinity of the dam and the former B & M Railroad crossing, approximately 0.4 miles southwest of where the Swift River enters the Town of Ware. Total area is approximately 143 acres, with 49 acres within the 200-foot riverfront area. Seventy-eight percent of the sub-area is commercial/industrial, 16 percent is institutional, and 6 percent is residential. There are no non-intensive uses or vacant/formerly developed areas included. Residential density is 5.4 structures per 2 acres.
· Three Rivers Area. This area borders the north side of the Quaboag River along the Monson town line from map 12 parcel 2 to map 12 parcel 8 and then northwest along both sides of the river to the area surrounding the confluence of the Quaboag, Ware and Chicopee rivers in the village of Three Rivers. The westerly extent of the area is map 69 parcel 14, south of the Chicopee River, and the northerly extent is map 77 parcel 57 along the Ware River. It also includes parcels along an unnamed stream that flows parallel to and south of the Massachusetts Turnpike. Total area is about 419 acres, with 172 acres within the 200-foot riverfront area. Approximately 53 percent of the area is commercial/industrial, 19 percent is institutional, 28 percent is residential, and less than one percent is non-intensive. There are no vacant/formerly developed areas, and 1.38 acres of non-intensive uses. Residential density is 3.19 structures per 2 acres.

· Quaboag River Area. This sub-area extends along the boundary between Palmer and the Town of Monson, north of the Quaboag River. The eastern boundary is map 2 parcel 87 and 82, with the western boundary at map 57 parcel 7. It also extends north along a stream that connects the Palmer Reservoir with the Quaboag River, to map 13 parcel 54 (not including map 13 parcel 63).  It includes about 216 acres of land, with 110 acres in the 200-foot riverfront area. Approximately 60 percent of the area is commercial/industrial, 18 percent is institutional, 21 percent is residential, and less than one percent is non-intensive. There are no vacant/formerly developed areas, and 0.43 acres of non-intensive uses. Residential density is about 3.6 structures per 2 acres. 
· Ware River Area. The Ware River sub-area covers the village of Thorndike, on both sides of the Ware River.  It begins at map 83 parcel 21, continues south and then northwest at the bend in the river, ending at map 82 parcels 9, 29 and 20. It totals approximately 69 acres, with 44 acres in the 200-foot riverfront area. Forty-eight percent of the area is commercial/industrial, less than one percent is institutional uses, and about 51 percent is residential. There are no non-intensive uses or vacant/formerly developed areas included. Residential density is 3.5 structures per 2 acres.
In accordance with Section 10.03 of the Densely Developed Areas regulations, the extent of the Riverfront Area within the DDA shall be 25 feet rather than 200 feet away from the mean annual high-water line of the streams. The designation described above takes effect immediately.
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