Announcement of two ACEC Designations:

Petapawag ACEC and Squannassit ACEC
On December 11, 2002 Secretary Bob Durand designated the Petapawag and Squannassit Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs).  The Petapawag ACEC covers approximately 25,630 acres in five towns, and includes portions of Ayer, Dunstable, Groton, Pepperell and Tyngsborough.  The Squannassit ACEC includes about 37,450 acres in nine towns, and includes portions of Ashby, Ayer, Groton, Harvard, Lancaster, Lunenburg, Pepperell, Shirley and Townsend.
The effective date of the two designations is December 24, 2002, the date of publication of this issue of The Environmental Monitor.

The two newest ACECs increase the total number of Areas of Critical Environmental Concern throughout the Commonwealth from 26 to 28. Their combined acreage increases the overall total from 178,000 acres to 241,000 acres.

Copies of the Petapawag and Squannassit ACEC designation documents and maps are available through the following links:

Petapawag ACEC designation document
Petapawag ACEC boundary map 

Squannassit ACEC designation document
Squannassit ACEC boundary map
The digital ACEC boundary will be available in 2003 in the ACEC datalayer that can be downloaded from the MassGIS web site: http://www.state.ma.us/mgis

For further information, please contact:

Leslie Luchonok – telephone (413) 586-8706, ext. 21 – e-mail Leslie.Luchonok@state.ma.us Elizabeth Sorenson – telephone (617) 626-1394 - e-mail Elizabeth.Sorenson@state.ma.us

Or, in January 2003, visit the updated ACEC Program web site:

http://www.state.ma.us/dem/programs/acec

